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The Rescue: Escape the Dream

Composed by: Streetwise Opera Manchester and Lavender Rodriguez

Libre�o by: Paterson Joseph

Piano realisation by: Jonathan Brigg

for SATB voices, piano and backing track.

The piece:

The piece was wri�en in collaboration with the Streetwise Opera Manchester group, Lavender Rodriguez and 

Paterson Joseph, as part of the Streetwise Opera Re:Discover programme celebrating underrepresented global

majority composers.

Premire: 7th and 8th June 2024, Bridgewater Hall

Performance directions:

The score is notated in time with the track with directions given to indicate placement.

Each character is to be performed by multiple people (2-4 people) within the vocal range(s) notated in the score.
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She wanders back into the crowd who now mill about. MIGUEL, a young man, breaks out. 

He talks to PERSON 1. 
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Miguel disappears into the CROWD. The CROWD start milling again. Movements can be abstract, now.

 Some people go gently backwards, some stay in one spot, walking. 

Some are simply walking, fast, slow and slow-mo. 
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DONETELLO, another young man, steps out of the CROWD. 

He pulls the increasingly agitated PERSON 1 to one side while the CROWD continue milling. 
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There’s a Bong, and everyone stops and looks up. Trouble Done Come My Way, might play here, they listen … 

  

ON TRACK: The Sea. The wild sea. Troubled waters. Lakes. Canals. Even still waters. Run … deep. 
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The CROWD reform, milling as before.  MIGUEL, arrives at the ferry dock. 

∑ ∑ ∑

ACT 2

&
b

MIGUEL

&
b

?

b

&
b

&
b

?

b

&
b

&
b

> > >

>

?

b

>

>

>

&
b

&
b

longing

- - - -

- -
-

Ÿ

- - -

> >

?

b

- - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - -

œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ Œ

œ

Œ

œ
Œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

Œ
œ œ œ œ œ

Œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

Œ
œ œ œ

j
‰

œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ Œ Œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ Œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ Œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ

œ

œ

Œ ‰ œ

j

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

Ó
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ Ó

œ œ Œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

˙

˙ ™
™

œ
œ
œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ
œœ Ó

œ
œ œ

œ Œ
œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ œ

œ

œ

œ
˙
˙̇

™
™
™ ˙

˙

Ó

Ó

œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ Ó
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ Ó

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œœ

œ œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œœ
Ó

œ
œ ™
™

œ
œ

J

œ
œ

œ

œn

n

˙

˙

Ó

Ó

œ œ œ

Œ

œ
œ

‰

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

J

˙
˙

œ œ œ œ

œ ™ œ

J

˙ œ œ œ œ
Ó œ ™ œ

J

˙ œ œ œ œ
Ó

ww
w

˙

œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
‰

œ
œ
œ

J

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

w
w
w

œ

œ œ

œ ™œ

J

œ ™
‰ œ

œ

œ
œ
œ
œ

j
‰
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

˙
˙

˙
‰

œ œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ

˙

˙ ‰

œ

œ

œ

œ

j

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

=

=

=

23



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

{

MIGUEL
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If I had my way, this fool woul dn't- win. His rea sons- for mar ry- ing- are
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ve ry- thin. La verne- is spe cial- She has such charm
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pea sants- as you see are re vol- ting-
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I mean the'yre on strike. The fer ry- man won'ttake me on his boat.
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What's
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that? You
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have no ri val- here, I want a way- To

want You
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gone!
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play my mu sic- mor ning- and night and day.
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Row me far, lend a help ing- hand.
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Cause
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he wants to join a mu si- cal- band!
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MIGUEL holds his hand out and DONETELLO gladly shakes. 
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They head off to the gondola. A terrible storm breaks out. Crashing waves.
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LAVERNE'S DILEMMA
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513

Oh,

f

Mi guel- you've left me.

f

LAVERNE'S DILEMMA

Q

LAVERNE

Pno.

I thought

519

LAVERNE

Pno.

we might sail a way-

522

CHORUS

Pno.

He's

f

ta ken- that fel low- They call Do ne- tel- lo- They're get ting- a way- from it all.

525

/

LAVERNE steps out from the CROWD looking out to sea, her small carpet bag in her hand. 

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b

LAVERNE

∑ ∑

&
b

”“

?

b &

&
b ∑

&
b

&
b

?

&
b

&
b

?

b &

?

&
b

CHORUS

&
b

?

b

˙ ™ ˙b ™ œ ™ œb ™ œ ™
œ ™

˙
˙
˙
˙b ™
™
™
™ ˙

˙
˙
˙

b

™
™
™
™

œ
œ
œ
œ ™
™
™
™ œ

œ
œ
œ

b

™
™
™
™ œ

œ
œ
œb ™
™
™
™

œ
œ
œ
œ ™
™
™
™

Œ™
œ
œb

J

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

J

œ

œ

J

œ
œb

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙ ™ ˙b ™

‰

œ œb œ œ
œb ˙

˙
˙
˙b ™
™
™
™ ˙

˙
˙
˙

b

™
™
™
™

‰ œ œ œ œb œ œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ ™ œb ™ œ ™ œ œb

j

œ ™
Œ™

œ
œ
œ
œ ™
™
™
™ œ

œ
œ
œ

b

™
™
™
™ œ

œ
œ
œb ™
™
™
™

œ
œ
œ
œ ™
™
™
™

‰

œ œ œ œb œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

‰ œ œ œ
œ œb

œ ™ œ œ œ
œb

œ

Œ

œ œ

j

œ œ

j
œb

œ

‰

œ

j
œ œ œ œ œb œ

œ ™

Œ™

œ

œ
œ

b

™
™
™ œ
œ
œb

œ
œ
œ

J

œ
œœb ™
™
™

Œ™

œ

œ
œ

b

™
™
™ œ

œ
œb

œ
œ
œ

J

œ
œœb ™
™
™

Œ™
œ
œb
™
™

œ
œ
b ™

™

œ
œœb

™
™
™

œ

œ
œ

b ™
™
™

œ

œ ™
™ œ
œ
b
b

œ
œ

J

œ

œ ™
™

Œ™
œ

œ ™
™ œ

œ
b
b

œ
œ

J

œ

œ ™
™

Œ™
œ
œ ™
™ œ

œb ™
™

œ
œb
™
™
œ
œ
b ™

™

=

=

=

28



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

LAVERNE

CHORUS

Pno.

But look at this storm he ne ver- wraps warm.
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Then give

CHORUS

Pno.

Life boat- res cue- a call!
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BONG!
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It was n't- my fault, it was n't- my fault, it
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LAVERNE runs into the Crowd to do that. 

∑ ∑ ∑

&
b

?

b

^

∑

> > > >

/

JANEY runs into the space, hounded by the CREW MEMBERS who are forcing her to put on her life-jacket. 

Tannoy: Trouble done come my way...
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The rope is ready. The CROWD gather to haul the rope out. They need something to weigh it down with …

 JANEY wraps the end round her waist and begins to wade into the sea (off). 
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They haul in the gondola. DONETELLO and MIGUEL are safe.

 But JANEY is nowhere to be seen. 
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